A method of comparing effectiveness of mattresses for pressure management for pediatric patients.
A systematic review of the pressure management performance of support surfaces (beds, mattresses, overlays, and the utilization of linens), using a standardized testing methodology, provided qualitative and quantitative information needed to support cost-effective purchasing decisions and resulted in the reduction of hospital-acquired pressure ulcers. In the 30 months since implementation of the new surfaces, use guidelines, and educational programs, zero surface-related stage 3, 4 and unstaged pressure ulcers have occurred despite a high-risk patient population.